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MAJOR CITES VALUE
OF CIVIC-ACTION
LEADERSHIP IN VIETNAM

MISSOULA-Providing civic-action leadership to repair villages and cities damaged by the enemy
in South Vietnam is rapidly proving to be one of the most valuable roles of U.S. troops
operating there, according to an Army major who spoke Tuesday at the University of Montana.
Maj. Thomas C. O'Hara, a representative of the 6th Army Presidio in San Francisco, said
U.S. troops are providing a significant amount of assistance to the South Vietnamese in
repairing their damaged property, including schools and churches.
O'Hara, speaking at the request of the campus Army ROTC Department, described the
military civic-action program in South Vietnam as "phase two" of U.S. objectives in the
Asian nation, second to military objectives.
He said without the help of U.S. troops in repairing and replacing community facilities
in South Vietnam "we cannot get the support of the South Vietnamese people" in carrying out
reconstructive programs.
Commenting on the morale of U.S. servicemen serving in the South Vietnam area, O'Hara
best
said he feels they are the "best educated, best equipped and/motivated" among any he saw
during his 12-month tour of duty with the military police at the Long Binh Post in South
Vietnam.
He said 70 per cent of the soldiers have at least high school educations and 67 per
cent of the officers are college graduates.
O'Hara said some soldiers are "too aggressive" in combat and sometimes it is necessary
to take steps to calm them down during hostile action.
Commenting on the drug situation in South Vietnam, O'Hara said, "Marijuana is available
in Vietnam to troops, but this has not adversely affected U.S. troops."
He said some troops probably do try marijuana "but they don't stick with it to
cause any serious problems."

